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To my wife, Anne






Note

Fleischmann’s Mass for Peace was composed in 1976 for Cecil Hurwitz, founder of Prayer,

Enterprise and Christian Effort, an organisation promoting peace in Northern Ireland.

The work for unison choir and orchestra with English liturgical texts has eleven movements.
It was first performed on 13 March 1977 by massed Cork school choirs and the Cork
Symphony Orchestra, conducted by the composer, in St. Francis Church Cork. It is

dedicated to Fleischmann’s wife, Anne.

This digital score was created by Allin Gray as part of the thesis for which he was awarded

a Masters Degree in Arts by the Cork Institute of Technology, Cork School of Music. It is
reproduced here by kind permission of Allin Gray and of the Director of the Cork School of
Music, Dr. Geoffrey Spratt.



ALOYS FLEISCHMANN ON HIS MASS FOR PEACE

Fleischmann’s introduction to the December 1988 Radio Eireann
broadcast of the work performed by the Gaudete Singers with the
RTE Concert Orchestra, conducted by John Hughes

There is in Cork an organisation called PEACE — P for “prayer”, E for “enterprise” and ACE for
“and Christian endeavour”. This came about in a rather curious way. When the IRA campaign broke
out in Northern Ireland in the 1970s, a letter to the press from a Holy Ghost father asked for public
prayers for peace. A Corkman, Mr. Cecil Hurwitz, answered the letter, suggesting that a national
organisation be set up to support this idea. Only Cork responded, and a start was made in 1974
with a group calling itself PEACE. The organisation grew, and it was decided to hold a big annual
concelebrated mass in St. Francis Church, and to invite a series of local composers to write specially
for the occasion, each composer’s mass to be repeated in the two following years.

I happened to be the first composer to be asked, and I decided to write a mass for massed school
choirs and the Cork Symphony Orchestra. So in 1977 three big choirs, of the convent schools of
South Presentation, St. Vincent and St. Aloysius, numbering about 250 youngsters in all, went to the
trouble of learning the mass, and with an orchestra of 64 players, we performed it in St. Francis Church,
taking up a great deal of space in the south transept, under rather difficult acoustical conditions. You will
now hear it sung by an adult choir, and I am very grateful to Captain Ryan and his choir, and to Mr. John
Hughes and the Concert Orchestra for allowing it to be heard on RTE. Perhaps I might add that the
mass is dedicated to my wife Anne.

First there comes an Entrance Hymn, “Give peace, Lord, to those that wait for You” — the mood is
urgent, even demanding, with a soft final appeal. Then comes the Kyrie, with some elements of plain
chant. The start and end of the Gloria is jubilant enough. There is no Credo, but a Responsorial Psalm
“The Lord speaks of peace to His people”, followed by the Gospel Acclamation. The Sanctus aspires
to be etherial and a bit mystical, and there is a very brief Agnus Dei. Next comes the Communion
Hymn “As runs the thirsting deer”, the big tune of which comes twice, and finally there is a
Recessional Hymn “The peace of the Lord reigns on high, let us praise the Lord” — so there is a
chance to end up with a big if rather short climax.

The PEACE organisation now holds two annual masses — one for Industrial Peace in October, and
one for Peace and Reconciliation in March. Since 1979 the composers have been Mr. Michael
O’Callaghan, Dr. Declan Townsend, Mr. Angel Climent, and the next composer will be Mr. John
Murphy, Director of the Cork School of Music.
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