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NOTE

Aloys Fleischmann’s Time’s O ffspring owes its existence to the fact that George Berkeley, one
of the most significant philosophers of the eighteenth century, was Bishop of Cloyne in
County Cork from 1732 to 1753. In 1985, Fleischmann was commissioned by the Cloyne
Literary and Historical Society for a work which would be suitable for the commemoration
of the tercentenary of Berkeley’s birth which was due to be celebrated that year, and he
responded with a substantial cantata in five movements. Based on the philosopher’s

writings (supplemented with quotations for Lord Byron, Alexander Pope, T. H. Key and the
Bible), and written for speaker, mixed-voice chorus and orchestra, Time’s Offspring
successfully dramatises a number of Berkeley’s central tenets and preoccupations, together
with the reactions — both positive (Pope) and negative (Byron and Key) — which they
provoked.

The short Overture, for orchestra alone, is cast in straightforward ternary form with an
introduction and coda. Its principal material is a bustling Presto, in which the main thematic
ideas are presented over busy quaver figuration intended to convey the philosopher’s
‘immense energy and zeal in propagating new philosophical ideas and labouring for various
philanthropic and humanitarian causes’, as the composer himself put it in the programme
note for the first performance. A fter a more lyrical middle section, Poco meno mosso,
representing Berkeley’s role as pastor to his flock, the Presto is resumed in a shortened
version and is succeeded by an expansive coda, marked M oderato, that adumbrates the
material of the cantata’s final movement.

Time’s Offspring was first performed in St. Coleman’s Cathedral, Cloyne, by the East Cork
Choral Society (with Canon H. G. Watts as speaker) and the Cork Symphony Orchestra,
under the composer’s baton on 25 August 1985. The first performance of the Overture as an
independent piece took place later the same year when it was given by the Radio Telefis
Eireann Symphony Orchestra, conducted by Bryden Thompson, on 13 N ovember in the

N ational Concert Hall, Dublin.

Séamas de Barra, February 2013



List of Instruments

2 Flutes [Fl.], one alternating on
Piccolo [Pic.]

2 Oboes [Ob.]

2 Clarinets [Clar.] (Bb)

2 Bassons [Bsn.]

4 Horns [Hn.] (F)

2 Trumpets [Trp.] (Bb)

3 Trombones [Tbn.]

Tuba [Thb.]

3 Timpani [Tp.]
Cymbals
Tam-tam
Xylophone
Vibraphone
Glockenspiel
Snare Drum

Bass Drum

Violins [VIn.] I, II
Violas [Vla.]
Violoncellos [Vc.]
Contrabasses [CDb.]
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