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King & Queen

Jagged head "
of warrior, bird
of prey, surveying space

side by side
they squat, the pale
deities of this place

giant arms
slant to the calm
of Ilap, kneebone;

blunt fingers
splay to caress
a rain-hollowed stone

towards which
the landscape of five parishes
tends, band after band

of terminal,
peewit haunted,
cropless bogland.
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North Sea

A sky of storm,
a:mindless fury of whitccaps.

From the cold depths

towards the shelf of Europe

the waves press, hotel fronts
streaked with rain, bleached

blue bathing huts, enduring

like rocks, on wind ravelled sand.

& the dome of the casino
glistening: a tethered balloon.

Perfect setting for

the almost forgotten monster

of unhappiness to clank ashore
(an old horror movie come true)
to where rain spits on

your hotel window

& claim you.
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A Dream of July”

Silence
& damp night air
Flowing from the garden.

Like a young girl
Dissatisfied with

Her mythic burden
Ceres, corn goddess,
Mistress of summer,
Steps sure-footed over
The sweet smelling
Bundles of grass.

Her abundant body is
Compounded of honey
& gold, the spike

Of each small nipple
A wild strawberry —
Fulfilled in

Spite of herself

She exchanges with
The moon the pale
Gold disc of her face.
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Wine Dark Sea .

For there is no sea
it is all a dream
there is no sea
except in the tangle
of our minds:
the wine dark
sea of history

~ on which we all turn
turn and thresh

and disappear.
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