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Overture“ The gour MNMaoters” - c’@loyo gleiochmann

This Overture was commissioned for the Tercentenary of the Four Masters, and was first per-
formed at the Tercentenary Commemoration in the Gaiety Theatre, Dublin, in 1944. After a slow
introduction, archaic and mediaeval in idiom, the first subject starts off with brisk energy. A
second subject follows, an expressive melody first played by the cellos, which may recall some
romantic tale alluded to in the Annals, or on its recurrence in intensified form played by the full
orchestra, may suggest the pageantry at the court of an early Irish king. A short development
section follows, leading to the return of the first subject and to further development of the chief
ideas, amidst which the din of battle may be heard. In the concluding section the first subject is
echoed like a strain of ecclesiastical chant, the second subject returns triumphantly, joy bells ring
out, and the Overture ends with tranquil chords on the harp, supported by the upper strings.
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