
Your Library 
 
�� Membership is free for under 18s 
 
�� 7 locations throughout the city 
 
�� Books, CDs, DVDs 
 
�� Borrow 4 items per visit 
 
�� Events / Storytime 
 
�� Online book recommendations, 

information and events at 
www.corkcitylibraries.ie  

 
�� Books and support for parents 
 
�� Childcare Collection 
 
�� Ask a librarian! 
 
Hollyhill Library, Foyle Avenue, Knocknaheeny  021 4924928  
hollyhill_library@corkcity.ie    www.corkcitylibrar ies.ie 
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Hollyhill Library  

 

Reading With Babies  
and Young Children 



Getting Started 
 
It’s never to young to start. 
 
Use reading and books as part of play. 
 
When you read with babies, they learn how to 
hold a book, how to follow the print from left to r ight, how to 
turn the pages.  
 

They learn that reading is fun, safe, and comes with a cuddle. 
 

Try 
 
�� Board books, cloth books 
 

�� Simple – one word one picture 
 

�� Point and Say , ask questions 
       e.g ‘Where’s the dog? There’s the dog’ 
 

�� Books with pictures for learning about 
animals, colours, body parts, numbers, ABC 

 

�� Books about other babies, get interactive 
       e.g. point to the baby’s nose in the book, point            
       to  your baby’s nose, point to your nose 
 

�� Books about animals 
 

�� Books with interactive features: lift the flap, 
books with sounds, books with textures 

 

�� Nursery rhymes 
 

�� Stories with repetition, songs, clapping, 
actions 

 

�� Books with CDs 

Use books to... 
 
… comfort and reassure, choose stories 
about hugs, and love, and family. 
 
… teach about new situations – going out, 
school, family, friends, new babies. 
 

 
Confidence 
 

Don’t be afraid to use books of  TV characters – Sesame Street 
Barney, Thomas the Tank Engine, Dora The Explorer. 
 
Try lots of books. You and your baby are allowed not to like a book. 
Just because it’s recommended doesn’t mean it’s right for you. The 
best books are the books you and your baby enjoy reading 
together. 
 
Use your own words to match the pictures. 
 
It’s ok if your baby wants to read the same book 
over and over.  
 
There are different styles of storytelling -  
discover yours! 


