CORK CITY COUNCIL LIBRARIES BYE-LAWS 2025
PROPOSED UNDER THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 2001 AND THE REGULATIONS THERETO

The following Bye-Laws, as set out, are made under Part 19 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and
the Regulations thereto.

These Bye-Laws are intended to control, regulate, protect and manage the public use of Cork City
Council Libraries which are owned and controlled by Cork City Council. These Bye-Laws are in force to
ensure that Cork City Council Libraries can be used by the public in an appropriate and safe manner.

WHEREAS CORK CITY COUNCIL (hereafter referred to as ‘the Council’) being the local authority for the
City of Cork has, by virtue of Part 19 of the Local Government Act 2001, power to make Bye-Laws for
or in the relation to the use, operation, protection, regulation or management of libraries which are
owned or controlled by Cork City Council and are situated in the administrative area of Cork City
Council.

ARRANGEMENT OF BYE-LAWS
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1. Title
These Bye-Laws will be cited as the ‘Cork City Libraries Bye-Laws 2025’ (the CCL Bye-Laws).

2. Commencement
These Bye-Laws will come into force on the day of 2025.

3. Application of these Bye-Laws
These Bye-Laws will apply to all libraries operated by the Council within the administrative
area of Cork City Council.

4. Revocation
All previous Cork City Libraries Bye-Laws are hereby revoked with the coming into effect of
these Bye-laws.

5. Interpretation
5.1 ‘the 2001 Act’ will mean the Local Government Act, 2001;



5.2 ‘Authorised Officer’ for the purposes of these Bye-Laws shall mean the Director
of Services with responsibility for library services, museum and archives within
Cork City Council. Authorised officer may also mean a member of An Garda
Siochana;

5.3 ‘Authorised Agent’ refers to any person who is not an employee of Cork City
Council but has been authorised by the Council to provide a service or duty
within the Library;

5.4 ‘Charge’ shall mean any charge imposed in accordance with the Rules and
Regulations;

5.5 ‘Child’ shall mean any person under the age of 18 years of age;

5.6 ‘Cork City Librarian’ shall mean the person holding the position of Cork City
Librarian;

5.7 ‘Cork City Libraries’ shall mean each or all of the following Libraries:- Cork City
Library; Bishopstown Library; Blarney Library; Blackpool Library; Ballincollig
Library; Douglas Library; Glanmire Library; Hollyhill Library; Frank O’Connor
Library, Mayfield; Tory Top Library, Ballyphehane, mobile library services, library
link and any other library and/or library services that should open and/or operate
under the auspices of Cork City Council;

5.8 ‘Council’ shall mean Cork City Council;

5.9 ‘Emergency situation’ shall mean any situation where a Library or any part of a
Library is required to be evacuated for security reasons or because of a threat
from fire or other hazard and/or practices such as fire drills and false alarms in
relation thereto;

5.10 ‘Guarantor’ shall mean any person who undertakes to act for and on behalf
of a library member. This includes but is not limited to the parents and guardians
of a child;

5.11 ‘Information Technology facilities’ shall mean the public computers, internet
services; Wi-Fi services, printing and copying services; 3D printing services;
eBooks; eMagazines and/or eNewspapers made available for use by library
patrons and library members on the premises of Cork City Libraries, where and
when available;

5.12  ‘Library’ shall mean any premises, place or vehicle occupied and/or used by
the Library Authority to provide a public library service to the general public,
including museum and archives under the control and management of the
Council;

5.13  ‘Librarian’ shall mean any person employed by Cork City Council and/or
designated by it to work within a library within the role of ‘librarian’. This includes
those holding the position of senior library assistant, librarian and/or library staff



officer. For the purpose of these Bye-Laws, it refers to librarians acting in the course
of his/her/their duties;

5.14  ‘Library Authority’ shall mean Cork City Council;

5.15 ‘Library member’ shall mean anyone who takes up membership of Cork City
Libraries or holds a membership that is accepted by the Library Authority as
granting the said person membership to the library;

5.16 ‘Library patron’ shall mean a person of any age, whether or not a library
member, who enters a Cork City Library to make use of or avail of the library
services and/or meet/speak with the Cork City Librarian and/or librarian and/or
library staff and/or authorised officers and/or authorised agents;

5.17  ‘Library property’ shall mean and include all property, fixtures and fittings
owned or provided for the use of the Library Authority whether or not it is made
available by the Library Authority for use by the public and property obtained by
the Library Authority for the loan to or use by the public;

5.18 ‘Library resources’ shall mean books; CDs; DVDs and/or other items provided
by Cork City Libraries for use by the public and/or library members other than
library property;

5.19 ‘Library services’ refers to services provided by Cork City Libraries including:-
My Open Library; lending items; information technology facilities; local history
information provision; children’s and teens’ resources; programmes of local
events; LibraryLink; learning and information services; language services and/or
the Cork City Libraries App;

5.20 ‘Library member’ shall mean anyone who takes up membership of Cork City
Libraries or holds a membership that is accepted by the Library Authority as
granting the said person membership to Cork City Libraries;

5.21 ‘Library staff’ shall mean any person employed by Cork City Council or
engaged under any scheme with or without supervision to assist in any library
other than the Cork City Librarian and librarians;

5.22 ‘Museum’ shall mean The Cork Public Museum and/or The Cork City and
County Archives;

5.23  ‘Registration Form’ shall mean the ‘Registration Form’ completed by an
individual prior to commencing membership with Cork City Libraries. Said form
must also be completed by library members on an annual basis;

5.24  ‘Responsible Adult’ shall mean a person aged 18 years or over, being a
parent/guardian/person acting in loco parentis or otherwise responsible for a
child member of Cork City Libraries library or a vulnerable adult library member
of Cork City Libraries;



5.25 ‘Vulnerable Adult’ shall mean a person aged 18 years or over, who is or may
be unable to take care of himself/herself/themselves or unable to protect
himself/herself/themselves against harm, serious exploitation, or abuse;

5.26  ‘Policies and Guidelines’ shall mean the Policies and Guidelines prescribed by
Cork City Council for the operation of Cork City Libraries as may be amended from
time to time at Cork City Council’s absolute discretion;

5.27 ‘Website’ shall mean the designated websites for Cork City Council Libraries.
These include www.corkcitylibraries.ie; www.corkpastandpresent.ie and

www.corkworldbookfest.com;

Words importing the masculine gender within the herein Bye-laws include all
genders. Words in the singular as contained in the herein Bye-laws include the
plural and words in the plural include the singular.

Expressions used within the herein Bye-laws, unless a contrary intention appears,
have the meaning which they bear in the 2001 Act and the Policies and Guidelines
governing the operation of Cork City Libraries.

6 Membership:-

6.1 The name of each person who has completed an application form to become a
library member shall be entered in the Members’ Register and a Librarian will
issue a membership card to every person who has been so registered.

6.2 Library members and guarantors must inform a Librarian as soon as possible of
any change of address or contact details.

6.3 Any guarantor who wishes to withdraw from being a guarantor shall give notice
thereof in writing to a Librarian. That Librarian shall then give a release as soon as
he/she/they are satisfied that there is no indebtedness on the part of the library
member.

6.4 Membership cards are non-transferrable.

6.5 The safe-keeping of a membership card of Cork City Libraries is the responsibility
of each library member, or in the case of children or vulnerable adults, each
guarantor or responsible adult.

6.6 Notice of the loss of any library membership card shall be given to a Librarian as
soon as possible.

6.7 Library membership cards must be produced to borrow items from Cork City
Libraries, or to use the information technology facilities (hereafter IT facilities), or
such other Library services within Cork City Libraries as the Cork City Librarian may
designate from time to time.


http://www.corkcitylibraries.ie/
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6.8 All books and/or other items on loan from Cork City Libraries shall be held,
maintained and returned in the condition in which they were first
received/loaned.

6.9 In the event of any item being lost or damaged, the library member or responsible
person or guarantor, as the case shall be, shall be required to pay the original cost
of the item.

6.10 Guarantors and Responsible Adults shall be obliged to provide contact
information to be used by the Cork City Librarian, Librarians, library staff,
authorised Officer and/or authorised agent in the event of an emergency. In the
event of an emergency, this information may also be furnished to An Garda
Siochana or other emergency services that may require same.

7 Regulations:-

7.1 Cork City Libraries shall open to the public during such times as the Council shall
determine.

7.2 The Cork City Librarian shall have responsibility for the Library and will be
responsible for the safe keeping of all property belonging to the Library.

7.3 Notice must be given to a librarian of the loss of any borrowed item as soon as
possible.

7.4 Library patrons shall comply with the directions, instructions and requests of the
Cork City Librarian, any librarian, any library staff, any authorised officer and/or
any authorised agent regarding the use of all library services, resources and
premises.

7.5 The Cork City Librarian and/or any librarian shall and/or any library staff may
designate areas within the library to which access is restricted to the public and/or
library members.

7.6 The Council reserves the right to utilise closed circuit television (hereafter CCTV )
cameras and to make and retain recordings from these cameras for security
purposes.

7.7 Library patrons shall comply with the Policies and Guidelines governing the
operation of Cork City Libraries. These Policies and Guidelines are provided at
www.corkcitylibraries.ie.

7.8 Any persons with a visual impairment or who requires assistance in the use of the
library services shall be permitted to bring a guide or working or assistance dog
as the case may be, into Cork City Libraries, if so required.

7.9 Library patrons shall abide by all regulations of the Health Services Executive or
other competent official body in respect of public health.

7.10 Library patrons shall maintain a reasonable level of personal hygiene and
dress so as not to cause discomfort to other library patrons and/or the Cork City
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Librarian and/or librarians and/or library staff beyond what is considered
reasonable and acceptable.

7.11  Library patrons shall comply with the Cork City Libraries Guidelines on the use
of Digital Devices on Library Premises and library patrons shall not use such
devices in a manner which is disruptive to other library patrons and/or the Cork
City Librarian and/or librarians and/or library staff.

7.12 Librarians in each library shall make decisions regarding display of posters,
fliers, notices, fixtures and fittings in accordance with Council policies.

8. Restrictions:-

Library patrons shall not:-

8.1 Give a false name or address to the Cork City Librarian, librarians, library staff,
authorised officers and/or authorised agents for the purpose of entering any part of
a library premises or for the purpose of using any services provided therein.

8.2 Obstruct, disturb, disrupt or interrupt other library patrons engaged in the
proper use, enjoyment and operation of the library services or premises.

8.3 Obstruct, disturb, disrupt or interrupt the Cork City Librarian and/or librarians
and/or library staff and/or authorised officers and/or authorised agents in the carrying
out of their duties.

8.4 Make and/or persist in making noise at such a level as to cause a nuisance to
other library patrons and/or the Cork City Librarian and/or librarians and/or library
staff and/or authorised officers and/or authorised agents.

8.5 Use abusive, obscene or profane language, or behave in an indecent,
inappropriate, or offensive manner or otherwise interfere with or cause annoyance to
other library patrons and/or the Cork City Librarian and/or librarians and/or library
staff and/or authorised officers and/or authorised agents.

8.6 Cause or do anything likely to cause injury to any other person present on any
library premises.

8.7 Engage in any behaviour or use of language which other library patrons
and/or the Cork City Librarian and/or librarians and/or library staff and/or authorised
officers and/or authorised agents deem to be threatening or abusive and which may
incite hatred towards other people due to their ethnicity, nationality, religion, sexual
orientation or gender identity.

8.8 Disturb, obstruct, interrupt, abuse, menace, threaten, intimidate, fight with
or otherwise interfere with other library patrons and/or the Cork City Librarian and/or
librarians and/or library staff and/or authorised officers and/or authorised agents.

8.9 Wilfully and without lawful excuse destroy or damage any library property,
fixtures, and fittings.



8.10 Remain in a library without making proper use of the library’s services, after
having been requested by the Cork City Librarian and/or librarians and/or library staff,
authorised officers and/or authorised agent to make such proper use of the services.

8.11 Remove any library stock from a library or from within a designated area in a
library unless the item in question is checked out by a librarian and/or library staff
and/or by using any self-service system.

8.12  Enter or exit a library other than through the entrances and exits designated
and provided for that purpose.

8.13 Remain in a library after the time fixed for its closing, after reasonable
warning by the Cork City Librarian and/or librarians and/or library staff and/or
authorised officers and/or authorised agents.

8.14 Remain in a library during ‘My Open Library’, after the scheduled shut down
time of the library premises in question, after reasonable warning by the Cork City
Librarian and/or librarians and/or library staff and/or authorised officers and/or
authorised agents.

8.15  Use, operate, or deploy any camera or recording device in a library, in the
absence of having been granted prior written authorisation to do so from the Cork
City Librarian and/or librarians and/or library staff and/or authorised officers and/or
authorised agents.

8.16  Make available any information in any form regarding or pertaining to the
Cork City Librarian and/or librarians and/or library staff and/or authorised officers
and/or authorised agent in the course of their employment and/or work with the
Library Authority, to any third party in any form without the said person’s consent.

8.17 Attempt to take any photographs or images of any children in a library
without the prior written consent of each child’s parents or guardians.

8.18 Leave any child unsupervised in a library to permit any child to be a nuisance
to others or to expose any child to a risk of harm or injury.

8.19  Access or attempt to access inappropriate websites or images on their
personal devices or on IT facilities provided by Cork City Libraries. In the event a
person contravenes this Bye-Law, he/she/they shall be reported to the appropriate
authorities.

8.20 Engage in offensive or sexually suggestive physical behaviour or language in
any part of a library premises.

8.21  Canvass or seek signatures for petitions in any part of a library premises.

8.22  Bringinto any part of a library premises a wheeled conveyance, other than a
wheelchair, walker, pram, pushchair or personal shopping trolley.



8.23  Without the consent of the Cork City Librarian and/or librarian and/or library
staff and/or authorised officers and/or authorised agent cause or allow any animal
other than that specified at clause 7.8 above to enter or remain on a library premises.

8.24  Bring food or drink into a library, except bottles of water with closable caps,
or eat or drink in a library except at receptions or other events organised by or with
Cork City Council and/or Cork City Libraries.

8.25 Smoke, vape or consume intoxicating liquor or other prohibited substances in
a library or in the curtilage of same where such curtilage is the property and/or under
the control of Cork City Council. A person, who in the opinion of the Cork City Librarian
and/or librarians and/or library staff and/or authorised officers and/or authorised
agent is under the influence of an intoxicant shall not be permitted to enter or remain
in a library.

8.26  Engage in sales in a library or provide a service for reward or otherwise
without the prior permission of the Cork City Librarian.

8.27  Breach the Copyright & Related Rights Act, 2000, as amended.

9. Obstruction of An Authorised Officer

9.1 It shall be lawful for any Authorised Officer to request any person who
appears to be contravening or to have contravened a provision of these Bye-Laws to
leave the library premises or to refrain from any activity and may remove any person
failing to comply with such request pursuant to section 204(2) of the Local
Government Act, 2001.

9.2 A library patron who obstructs, impedes or refuses to comply with a request
or instruction of an Authorised Officer acting in his/her/their exercise of these Bye-
Laws shall be guilty of an offence pursuant to section 204(3)(a) of the Local
Government Act 2001.

9.3 It shall be lawful for an Authorised Officer who is of the opinion that a library
patron is committing or has committed an offence to which these Bye-Laws relate,
to demand the name and address of such library patron and if this demand is
refused or the said library patron gives a name or address which is false or
misleading, the said library patron shall be guilty of an offence pursuant to section
204(3)(b) of the Local Government Act 2001.

9.4 A person who is convicted of an offence under this subsection is liable on
summary conviction to a fine not exceeding €2,500 pursuant to section 204(3)(c) of
the Local Government Act 2001.



9.5 Where a member of An Garda Siochana is of the opinion that a person is
committing or has committed an offence of obstructing an Authorised Officer or
contravening a provision of these Bye-laws, that member may arrest the person without
warrant pursuant to section 204(3)(d) of the Local Government Act 2001.

10 Offences

10.1 Pursuant to the Local Government Act 2001, an offence under these Bye-Laws
may be prosecuted by the Council or by a member of An Garda Siochana.

10.2 Pursuant to section 205(1) of the Local Government Act 2001, a person who
contravenes a provision of these Bye-Laws is guilty of an offence and is liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding €2500 for each offence

10.3 Where a contravention of a provision of these Bye-laws is continued after
conviction, the person causing the contravention shall be guilty of an offence on each day
on which that contravention continues and shall be liable on summary conviction for
each such offence to a fine not exceeding €500.00.

Made and adopted under the Common Seal of Cork City Council this day of 2025.

PRESENT when the Common Seal of CORK CITY COUNCIL was
affixed hereto; THE LORD MAYOR
also being present:

LORD MAYOR
CHIEF EXECUTIVE
HEAD OF LEGAL AFFAIRS



