UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A CENTURY OF WOMEN AND WOMEN'’S RIGHTS

“men, their rights and nothing more
women their rights and nothing less”

Susan B. Anthony
quoted by Maire Bradshaw
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A CENTURY OF WOMEN AND WOMEN’S RIGHTS

A Century of Women'’s Progress?

Yes and No

Ireland and Britain 1918

The Representation of the People Act 1918 made a huge change to the
electoral system of the then United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.
The act was the first to allow all men aged over 21 to take part in the
political system, but extended the franchise only to women over 30 who
held £5 of property, or had husbands who did.

The act allowed 5.6 million additional men and 8.4 million women to
vote for the first time. Also for the first time women in these islands
could stand for election to Parliament. For the previous twenty years
women had been allowed to vote and stand for election to Rural and
Urban District Councils, and to what were known as Boards of Guardians,
responsible for looking after the poorest in society. From 1911 women
could vote and stand for election to county councils and Corporations.

Many other countries had given the vote to women before 1918.

Planet Earth 2018

100 years on from the vote being given to women we
still live in a world where a tiny group of incredibly
wealthy people, mostly men, have a crucial say in the
economicand political life of the peoples of the world.
100 years on from the ideals of the Proclamation of
Easter 1916, that applies to Ireland too.

Some stats: the world’s six richest people now own
more wealth than the bottom half of the world's
population, to put it another way:
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The infamous 1% now have more money than the
bottom 99% while one in seven people struggle to
survive on less than one €uro or $1.25 a day.

A disproportionate amount of the struggling 99%
are women and children; on average almost 29,000
children die every day from entirely preventable
causes such as diarrhoea, malaria and pneumonia.

The Sultan of Brunei owns some 500 Rolls-Royces and
lives in one of the world's largest palaces, a building
with 1,788 rooms. We do not know how many cars
his wife, the Sultana, owns. We can guess who cleans
those 1,788 rooms.

- Read */earn *explore

corkcitylibraries.ie







UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A CENTURYOF WOMEN AND WOMEN'’S RIGHTS
>

L L

L) L] L] L]

L) L) L) L]

L] L] . L L] #

Susan B, Anthony (1820-1906) L 9l geg

Men, their rights, and nothing more; 0 D 0
women, their rights, and nothing less. . - .
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« Censorship of Publications
s Act provides for a mandatory
:+ ban on books or periodicals
s advocating “the wunnatural
* prevention of conception”.

1931

P

« The Irish government introduces a
e marriage ban requiring female primary

& . .
* school teachers to resign on marriage.
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e Louie Bennett becomes the
first woman President of the
Irish Trade Union Congress.

\

1932

Women's Suffrage in the UK

The campaign for women'’s rights in Britain was born out of two
movements: the suffragists (19th century), and the suffragettes
formed in 1903. The National Union of Women's Suffrage
Societies wanted votes for middle class property-owning
women, and advocated peaceful, polite tactics.

In 1903, Emmeline

Pankhurst impatient  gzme

with respectabllje and ]O

middle class tactics . .. , SUFFRACESO

set up a new society '%ﬂzp afplé FAWCE

with her daughters LAW-ABIDING SUFFRAGI
Christabel and Sylvia -

- the Women's Social “'
and Political Union

(WSPU), believing that

thewomen'scampaign

needed an active organisation including young working class
women. Their motto was 'deeds not words' - from 1912 onwards
the WSPU became more militant in their methods of campaign,
including chaining themselves to railings and hunger strikes.
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Emmeline Pankhurst is arrested outside Buckingham Palace
in May 1914 whilst trying to present a petition to King George V.

The rough treatment of many suffragettes arrested and jailed
during the course of their protests
gained increasing sympathy
and support from the
public. One particular
suffragette,  Emily
Wilding Davison,
. was arrested 9 times,
force-fed 49 times
in prison. She died .
tragically under the s R
King's horse, Anmer, at '
the 1913 Derby.
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The Widows and Orphans Pension
Actisintroduced. The Criminal Law
(Amendment Act) prohibits the
sale, advertising or importation of
contraceptives.
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CORKWOMEN’'S RIGHTS ACTIVISTS

Geraldine Cummins (1890-1969) was
the daughter of Edward Ashley Cummins,
professor of medicine at UCC and his wife,
Jane, She was a talented athlete and was a
member of the Irish International Women'’s
Hockey Team.

As a young woman she became involved with
the suffrage movement and was a founding

member of the Munster Women'’s Franchise League.
She campaigned closely with Susanne Day and with her co-authored
three plays Broken faith, Toilers and Fox and Geese. In 1919, her
novel The Land They Loved was published.

She is best remembered as a medium who produced several books
through ‘automatic writing. However, she continued to produce
creative literature in her later life and in 1952 was Edith Somerville's
first biographer.

She died in 1969,

VOTES FOR WOMER.

: i Inion.

: , ial and Political U
The Women's Soci B s

Geraldine Lennox (1883-1958) was bomn in
Bantry and grew up in Cork city. She joined the S ———

militant Women's Social and Political Union (WSPU)
in London in 1909.

By 1913, she was a sub-editor on the organisation’s
newspaper The Suffragette, at a time when
statementsinthe paperwere considered incitements
to violence. She was an important link between
Britishand Irish suffragists groups. The letteronright st o ot S T 3
from her to Mabel McConnell (Fitzgerald), concerns s e
the involvement of Irish women in suffragist protests
in England.

Geraldine was arrested and charged with conspiring with the Pankhursts and Edwyn
Godwin Clayton to cause malicious damage to property. Without any evidence, she was
sentenced to six months in prison where she went on hunger strike, was released when
her health deteriorated, recovered and was then rearrested. Members of the Munster
Women's Franchise League organised a ‘petition from the citizens of Cork’ against her
re-arrest and the conditions she was held in.

She served with a nursing unit in France during WW1 and worked in London after the
war where she continued her involvement with the women's movement.

She died in Cork in 1958.
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A CENTURY OF WOMEN AND WOMEN’S RIGHTS

reference toa specific role forwomen >

s 1937 Constitution makes specific
s inlIrish society and prohibits divorce. s The Irish Housewives

* Association is founded.
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1942

Mary (or Maire)
MacSwiney (1872 -1942)
was born in London, the
sister of Terence MacSwiney.
The family returned to Cork
when she was six ‘and in
1891 her father emigrated
to Australia where he died
in 1895.

Mary taught in England until her mother’s death in 1904
when she returned to Cork and began teaching at St.
Angela’s. In 1911 she was a founder member of the
Munster Women's Franchise League.

In 1914 after the outbreak of WW1, she left the suffrage
movement following a row over a field ambulance the
group had fundraised for being presented to the military
authorities. She accused the ‘majority of the committee’
of being ‘Britons first, suffragists second and Irish women,
perhaps, a bad third'.

Having co-founded the Cork Branch of Cumann na mBan
in 1914, she clashed with Francis and Hanna Sheehy-
Skeffington in the Irish Citizen over their criticism of
the group for not demanding equality with the Irish
Volunteers. £ |

Following her arrest for republican actlwtym 1916; she
lost her position at St. Angela’s and went on to found,
with her sister Annie, Scoil Ite.

Her election to Cumann na mBan's national executive in
1917 marked her first leadership role at national level but-
it was her brother Terence's death on hunger strike on 25
October 1920 that brought her to national prominence.
She was first elected to the Dail in June 1921 and remained
an uncompromising republican, fiercely opposed to the
Treaty. She died in Cork in 1942, aged 69.
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& Cark City Libraries Programme

Children’sAllowanceisintroduced
tofamilies with 3 or more children,
payable to the head of the
household, regardless of income.

The Mother and Child Scheme is é

1944

Susanne Rouviere Day was born in Cork in 1876
to Robert and Rebecca Scott Day. She attended the IWFL
meeting, Cork City Hall in October 1910 where Emmeline
Pankhurst was speaker and claimed that event, ‘put a
match to the unlit beacon of suffrage opinion in the South'.
In February 1911, the Cork women broke away from the
national organisation, forming the non-militant Munster
Women's Franchise League (MWEFL).

Suzanne was an energetic suffrage campaigner and
public speaker and in 1911 she and two other women
were elected as Poor Law Guardians. This role gained
her insights into class and welfare issues in Cork. Her
ironic and humorous novel The Amazing Philanthropists
describes her struggle to persuade fellow guardians to
rebuild a children's ward so overcrowded that children
slept two to a bed. She was the first woman to stand in a
Cork municipal election in January 1914, missing a seat
by six votes.

In 1913, the Abbey Theatrestaged herplay Broken Faithco-
authored with fellow MWFL member Geraldine Cummins.
Their second play Toilers was staged in Dublinin 1913 and
in Cork in 1914. A third play, Fox and Geese, the original
manuscript of which is held by the Cork City and County
Archives, was staged by the Abbey in 1917.

2o UESAAY - A Day was clear on women'’s
;o\ A B responsibility to speak out
oy \ ~ ¢ against war and in 1915 she
5« '@ joined a Quaker relief unit
. in France as an aid worker.
Her 1930s, unpublished ‘St.
Martin's Cloak’ manuscript
(held here at Cork City
Library) describes civilian
experiences there.

in London and played no
further part in Irish politics.
She wrote for the Yorkshire
Postand Daily Telegraph and published two more books,
Round About Bar le Duc in 1918 and Where the Mistral
Blows in 1933. She died in Cromer, Norfolk, in 1964.

Susanne Rouviere Day
(1876 —1964)

proposed by Minister for Health
Noel Browne. The Bill is later
withdrawn following pressure from
the Catholic hierarchy.

After the war she settled ' .

E E Legal adoption is introduced.

1951
CORK WOMEN’S RIGHTS ACTIVISTS

Edith Somerville began
her career as a painter and
illustrator; but it is as the writers
Somerville and Ross, co-authors
of The Irish RM and The Real
Charlotte, that she and her
cousin Violet Martin are best
remembered. In addition to
theirrole as writers, they were, as
Edith’s biographer Gifford Lewis 5
says, women who ‘spent much
of their lives trying to improve
and alter the status of women'.

Edith was an enthusiastic
supporter of the Suffrage
Movement and attended a mass
rally in London in 1908. She and
Violet were on the organising committee of the suffrﬁge
meeting addressed by Mrs Pankhurst in Cork in 1910 and
were stewards on the night. In 1911, she was invited to
become president of the newly formed Munster Women's
Franchise League. -

Edith Somerville
- (1858-1949)

Edith believed that both men and women should be
involved in law-making and that equal status would have
beneficial social and economic lmpllcatlaﬂg and broaden
men’s understanding of social |ssues A

By thetimeVioletdiedin1915they hadpuhlls'hedfourteen
books together. Devastated by her death, Edith tried to
contactherthroughseances, claiming Violetstillinfluenced

* her writing. Following the 1916 Easter Rising she wrote a

letter to. The Times, blaming the British gnvernment for
the situation in Ireland.

Between 1920 and 1938 she concentrated on her art and
had exhibitions of her work in Dublin, London and New

York and was a sought-afterillustrator of children’s picture

books.

She died in Castletownshend in 1949 aged 92 and is
buried beside Vlﬂlet
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A CENTURY OF WOMEN AND WOMEN’S RIGHTS

Ban on married women national
teachers is lifted and the Garda
Siochana Act provides for the
employment of ban Gardai
(female police).

> _ The Married Women's A
The Health Act provides free Status Act gives married

medical, surgical, midwifery and women control over their
hospital maternity services. own property.

LB R N B N R BN

1953 1957 1958

1960s and 1970s:
THE SECOND WAVE OF FEM'NISM A new National Organisation for Women (NOW)

was formed in 1966, initially led by Friedan who was
determined to make the organisation respectable.

The first wave of the feminist movement in the
late-nineteenth and early-twentieth century was However, the feminist movement in the U S. was deeply
mostly concerned with women's civil rights. The divided between younger and older generations, upper-

: ] class and lower- class, conservative and radical, and there
second wave in the 1960s and 1970s witnessed was strong reluctance on the part of younger members to

the emergence of a new international Women's form any leadership or hierarchy within the organisation.

Liberation Movement that expanded feminist This more radical “bra-burning, anti-man, politics-of-
. . : . : orgasm"” group of feminists, as Friedman described them,

discussions to equality : ok marrlage and ,the prgferredgto Ieetthe organisation operate collectively and

workplace, sexand sexuality,and violence against experimentally.

women.

Nonetheless, some key role models for the feminist
movement emerged. These included Gloria Steinem
(above) and Australia’s Germaine Greer (below) who
attracted media attention through both their popular
writings and their appealing image.

In 1963 Steinem got a job working undercover at the
New York Playboy Club and set out to expose the
exploitative working conditions and sexual demands
placed on women workers. Her subsequent article ‘A
Bunny's Tale' challenged prevailing attitudes to sex

Betty Friedan’s 1963 bestseller The Feminine and she became one of the most influential figures
Mystique exposed a creeping fatigue amongst in feminist history.

American housewives in the early 1960s. She Another powerful influence on the women's rights
writes about tranquilliser and alcohol abuse, and movement was singer Odette Holmes (on
a general desperation to uphold an exaggerated right) who became a key voice of the Civil Rights

Movement. She performed at political rallies and
demonstrations, including the march on Washington with Martin Luther King
in 1963, and inspired a generation of activists to work towards equal rights.

femininity that had developed since the 1940s.

50 years ago, after the Paris uprising Simone de The ideals and arguments of the American movement also influenced a
Beauvoir commented on what she noticed about ' new feminist movement that was emerging in Britain in the 1960s, and
the May 1968 evenements notable achievements during these years included the introduction of the
contraceptive pill for married women in 1961 - it became available to all
“The men made the speeches, | women in 1974; the women's strike at the Ford plan in Dagenham in

women typed ' " | 1968 whichled to the Equal Pay Actin 1970; and the Sex Discrimination

, L Act in 1975.
The men discussed politics,

the women prepared the coffee” The second wave of feminism flowed from the same currents as

the civil rights movement in the USA.
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A CENTURY OF WOMEN AND WOMEN'S RIGHTS

o

® The Children's Allowance

The Succession Act guarantees a
minimum share of the deceased
s extended to families with one spouse’s estate to the surviving
s or more children. spouse.

R 1964 i
1963

1965

E Guardianship of Infants
- Act gives men and women
W equal guardianship rights.
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Maureen Black

A Voice for Widows I'm not a women’s libber,
Maureen Curtis was bornin Cork, the child of Patrick and Mary Ij“St Want tO be myself"

Curtis. She won a scholarship to University College, Cork in
1930, and graduated with a BA in languages and a Higher
Diploma in Education. She moved to England to a teaching
post in Westcliffe-on-Sea. There she met and married Jack

Josie Airey, courageous Corkwoman

Black. He died a young man and Maureen was left to rear JosieAirey (1932-2002) made legal historyin 1979 when
her young son. _ she won her case against the Irish government at the
| European Court of Human Rights, which upheld her
In the early 1960s she took early retirement and returned to complaint over the lack of free legal aid. Her successful
Cork, and it was then that she began the work that made e case, in which she was represented by Mary Robinson,
her so well-known and admired in the city and throughout Ireland’s future President, had two long-term results:
Ireland, leading to her being conferred with the Freedom of
Cork in 1993, Firstly the principle of free legal aid for family law cases

was established, not only in Ireland but throughout the EU.
She saw with fresh eyes the difficulties and problems faced
by many different groups and individuals. She worked with Secondly her courage in fighting her own cause brought forward justice for all wives
co]}eagues to pruvjde an information system - the Cork who were going through marital breakdown in Ireland.
Citizens' Advice Bureau - the first in Ireland, and a model

for iothers to follow.  She co-founded the Cork Widows' She was born Johanna Lynch, and when her parents died when she was a young girl,

she was reared by her grandmother near The Lough. When her marriage broke

Association. : _ \

down in the early 1970s Josie received no support from the state for herself and her
Maureen Black had vision, courage, leadership, a sense of four young children. She received little support from public representatives, the
justice, and above all, compassion. She died in 1999. legal profession, or civil society; with the exception of the late Eileen Desmond TD.

i
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A CENTURY OF WOMEN AND WOMEN’'S RIGHTS

o
:National Association of
* Widows founded.

Margaret Gaj in Gajf’s restaurant, early 1970s.

In the summer of 1970, these five women met in Bewley's café in Dublin and
decided that it was time for some drastic changes in Irish women'’s lives; time to
fight for equal rights. This was the first meeting of the Irish Women's Liberation
Movement (IWLM). Although the group lasted little more than seven months,
the legacy it left changed women'’s lives significantly and positively. Proof of the
IWLM's impact can be seen when it is considered that the two injustices that this
group fought hardest against — the marriage bar, which was abolished in 1973,
and the illegality of contraception — are unimaginable in today’s world.

There were around a dozen women active in the IWLM, the majority of them
were journalists. Nell McCafferty and Mary Kenny, both journalists, were two other

prominent founders of the IWLM.

PRONOUNCE IT " GUY "
SPELL IT
FIND IT
132 LOWER BAGGOT STREET

Excellent Meals
Wine Licence until midnight
Very Reasonable Prices

Sundays Open
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

GAJs ARE GOOD

& Cark City L{Braries Programme
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e FirstmeetingofthelrishWomen'sLiberation
¢ Movement. The first Commission on the
= Status of Women is set up by the Irish
* government with Dr Thekla Beere as chair.

1968

An ad hoc committee representing several
long-standing Women's groups presents
a memorandum to the Taoiseach calling
for the establishment of a National
« Commission on the Status of Women

| CHAINS OR (HANGE

THE IRISH WOMEN'S LIBERATION MOVEMENT

Margaret Gaj owned the restaurant, Gaj's, on Baggot Street, where the IWLM would
meet every Monday night. Margaret Gaj was passionate about women’s rights. Her circle
of friends included Sinn Fein official Mairin de Burca, journalist Mary Maher, who was
interested in socialist issues, Mairin Johnston, who was a member of the Communist
Party and who was also active in the Labour Party and Dr. Moira Woods, who was in an
organisation called Irish Voice on Vietham, which protested against the war in Vietnam.

IWLM Chains or Change charter.

Chains or Change was the title of the IWLM charter. It put together the
goals and ideals that the IWLM strove for in the form of a booklet. There
were 6 demands: equal pay; an end to the marriage bar that kept women
from working after they got married; equal rights in law; justice for widows,
deserted wives and “unmarried mothers”; equal education opportunities;
and the legalisation of contraception. Neither abortion nor divorce were
mentioned at all in Chains or Change. When the most basic civil rights for
women were being fought for, abortion and divorce did not even arise
because they were not a priority. The booklet was a milestone in the history
of women'’s rights in Ireland, because it was the first time that anyone had
published a comprehensive list of the injustices that church, state and
social code perpetuated against women.
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A CENTURY OF WOMEN AND WOMEN'S RIGHTS

“WomenAgainstviolenceagainstwomen”march
to protest against rape and sexual assault.

\4

a. Irish Feminist Information (IFI) is set up. The
first Irish Conference on Lesbhianism is held at
Trinity College Dublin.

by 1979
Lo e

*ossccsscssesnces + Maire Geoghan Quinn appointed to the

e The first Rape Crisis centre is opened in s Cabinet, the first woman since Countess
® Dublin. Employment Equality Act resulted in s Matkiovicz cih 1 1919, dHealth (Family
® establishment of the Employment Equality E Planning) Act passed restricting sales of
o Agency. $ contraceptives to bona fide couples only.
E Unfair Dismissals Act passed. ¥ Women's Right to Choose group formed.
v

Wicca magazine's first publication.

Kate O’Brien
BANNED! & | & " Kate O'Brien was born in Limerick in 1897

and died in Canterbury, England in 1974. She
wrote 12 novels as well as plays. Her second
WRITING AGAINST THE GRAIN and fourth novels, Mary Lavelle (1936) and The
_ 9 Land of Spices (1941) were banned by the Irish
Edna O’Brien (1930-) Free State.

“Edna O'Brien was the first woman to lambast my

country’s constraints on women and she flung the e e R R S G e e TR
door wide open on what it means to be yourself”. gag i

. . Above picture: Kate decides to travel to Spain before becoming a
S une el eoRalich Times 23218, O'Brien and hercat. ~ wife. While in Spain, she pursues a sexual affair

early 1970s. with a married man named Juanito.

Mary Lavelle recounts the story of a young

Her first novel, The Country Girfs, was banned in
1960 for “its explicit sexual content” —offending the
Catholic Church and the political establishment.
She endured public condemnation (then minister, Charles Haughey,
labelled it “a smear on Irish women”) and book burning (copies of it
were burned by a parish priest in the grounds of a church in Limerick). "You asked me if I'd ever had a crush....
Other books by O'Brien were banned Girls in their married bliss, August And I said that I'd never had a crush on

Mary Lavelle also features lesbian love; one of the characters, Agatha
Conlon, is Kate O’'Brien’s first depiction of a lesbian in her fiction.
Agatha confesses to Mary Lavelle that she is in love with her:

is a wicked month and Casualities of peace. a living creature. That would have been

_ \ _ true up to the first day I saw you. It's
Some of the male literary establishment of the time were far from not true anymore...I like you that way a
complimentary of her achievements — not least her husband who said man would, you see’”
(of the novel “You can write it and I will never forgive you!). -,

The banning of Mary Lavelle was never reversed. Kate O'Brien

Eimear MacBride wrote— “Frank O'Connor and LP Hartley particularly The censors did not give reasons for banning )
embarrassedthemselves withdismissive commentsabouthercharacters the book, so the exact nature of the supposed indlie 5
being “nymphomaniacs” and the author simply displaying “a poor taste “obscenity” or “indecency” was not identified. The banning of her

in men”, Ironically, O'Brien won the Frank O’Connor International Short novel caused Kate O’'Brien considerable loss in readership and

Story Prize in 2011, iIncome. Kate moved in the same literary circles as Hannah Sheehy
Skeffington, who deplored the censoring of her novel in 1937.

Thomas McCarthy, one of the judges of the Prize in 2011 said: “There

Is a flerceness about her talent, a bravery which is kind of the opposite This sentence alone led to the banning of her novel The Land of

of cool. It is extremely emotional, but an emotion that is held back with Spicesin 1941, the same year

various handcuffs and shackles”. It was published:

In 2018 O'Brien was the recipient of the PEN/Nabokov Award for the “She saw her father and ¥ Kate O'Brien 00
"absolute perfection of her prose which broke down social and sexual Etienne In the embrace o
barriers for women in Ireland and beyond”. However she did have an of love.
interesting comment to make about Nabokov — “Nabokov, genius that Ae  ihe

: . novel denounces
he was, was quite scathing of women”!

homosexuality rather than
promotingit, whenKate O'Brien
lodged an appeal against the
ban in 1946, she won and the
book was released.
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1983

The 8th Amendment

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

ACENTURY OF WOMEN AND WOMEN'S RIGHTS

Attic Press feminist publishing § * UNGlobalWomen'sConference
house is established in Dublin. ® ‘

v

1984

the

Constitution recognises the equal
right to life of both the mother and the
unborn child. Open Door Counselling
is established in Dublin. Irish Feminist
Information (IFI) is established.

MAIRE BRADSHAW

the box under the bed -

i have taken my box
from under the bed
and placed it

in the middle of

the kitchen floor

a monument
to burnt potatoes
and overcooked

beef

my emancipation

- my secret laid bare
for all to

see

P

go man
wash your own
socks

i am busy

s'orting_ out.
my. i‘enj)é.-:ifa?d__ '
e ?‘Zlbbmh of words
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Limerick woman Maire
Bradshaw is best known
for being one of the
founders of the Cork
Women's Poetry Circle
and director of Tigh Fili
in Cork's MacCurtain
St. The setting up of
the publishing house,

Bradshaw Books, of which she was managing
director and editor, followed in 1985 and was
based in Tigh Fili. The Box under the bed, a
collection of poetry and prose by women writers
in Cork, was its first publication. Bradshaw herself
wrote the titular poem.

Her other collections include Instinct, high time
for all the marys as well as editing Wise women:
a portrait.

In 1991 she was commissioned to write a poem
for the inauguration of Mary Robinson, Ireland’s
first female president.

As publisher of Bradshaw Books she spearheaded
innovative writing and promoted emerging Irish
writers inits publications. A particularly important
initiative of hers was the annual publication of
the anthologies Eurochild : artwork and poetry
by kids for kids where children from all over the
world contributed drawing and poems in their
native languages.

Even though Bradshaw Books and Tigh Fili closed
its doors in 2016 Maire Bradshaw continues to
play a vital role in the cultural and literary life of
Cork.
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A CENTURY OF WOMEN AND WOMEN’S RIGHTS

> >

* A new Child Care Act :The Irish government sets a target of achieving
* is introduced, bringing * 40% representation of women on State boards.
* considerable change to ¢ Visit to Aras an Uachtarain by a delegation from
s childcare in Ireland. " the Irish lesbian and gay communities.

1991 ; 1993

The X Case. Abortion Information and

Rights to Travel referenda. Second Report Mary McAleese, née Mary Leneghan, was the eighth

president of Ireland, and the second female president of

HIGH TIME FOR Bn t1he~. SIt.auf o ;:u“u';men = plt_thllsE?dt. Ireland. The first Irish president from Northern Ireland, she
v it it A v B By served two terms, from 1997 to 2004 and from 2004 to

AI_I_ THE MARYS ¥ !;gaa||:;;,:on«?;i§ Glstasreihercy i o 2011, She was re-elected unopposed for her second term
' in office. She is a member of the Council of Women World

Leaders, whose mission it is to mobilise the highest-level

women leaders globally for collective action on issues of
Mary Robinson, née Mary Bourke, was born critical importance to g _ —~—y

in Ballina, Co. Mayo in 1944.1n 1963, she won women and equitable
a scholarship to Trinity College, Dublin, and development.
then won a scholarship to the university’s
Law School. She was called to the Bar in Mary McAleese shares
1967, and did her postgraduate studies many similarities with
in Harvard Law School. In 1969, she was Mary Robinson. She
appointed Reid Professor of Criminal Law graduatedwithadegree
in Trinity College, Dublin, and was elected in law from Queen’s
> as one of Trinity College’s three members of University in Belfast in
- -, Seanad Eireann, the first female and the first 1973. She was called to
. Soe ' 4 Catholic to sit for the constituency. the Northern Irish Bar in 1974. In 1975, she was appointed
Reid Professor of Criminal Law, Criminology and Penology
Mary Robinson had liberal views and worked hard to improve the lives of minorities. in Trinity College, Dublin. She was the first female Pro-Vice-
As a barrister, she fought two critical cases before the _ Chancellor of Queen’s University. She worked as a barrister
European Court of Human Rights. The first concerned and also as a journalist for RTE. Despite being a practising

the rights of children born outside wedlock, which were
infringed by Irish law on illegitimacy. This was changed
by the introduction of the Status of Children Actin 1987.

The second concerned homosexuality, with David Norris

as the complainant. Like Robinson he was a Senator for
TCD.Mary Robinson took the case to the Supreme Court,
and then to the Court of Human Rights. Norris won his
case there in 1988, and, five years later, the Irish Criminal
Law (Sexual Offences) Act 1993, which decriminalised

homosexual behaviour between consenting adults, was enacted.

Catholic, she held liberal views on homosexuality, women
priests and abortion. She spoke out before the marriage
equality referendum in 2015, describing same-sex marriage
as a "human rights issue” and stating that the referendum
would help to dismantle the “architecture of homophobia“.
At a meeting she chaired at Liberty Hall in 1975 on women's
right to choose, she was quoted as saying that ‘T would see
the failure to provide abortion as a human rights issue”.

Mary McAleese described the theme of her presidency as
"building bridges"’. She was a regular visitor to Northern

As a senator, Mary Robinson fought for women's rights; she endeavoured Ireland throughout her presidency, and used her time as

to bring about changes in law with regard to women's rights to sit on juries, president to address issues concerning justice, social equality,
the legal availability of contraception, and the right of women to continue

working after they married. She also campaigned to preserve the Viking site

of Woodquay.

Mary Robinson made Irish history in November
1990bybeingelectedasthefirstfemalePresident
ofIreland.In heracceptance speech, she alluded
to “mné na hEireann” — the women of Ireland -
who “instead of rocking the cradle rocked the
;ﬂ: . system”. As president, Mary Robinson made
= T4 history in being the first president of Ireland to
visit Queen Elizabeth IT in Buckingham Palace.
She met with and shook the hand of Gerry
Adams during a visit to Belfast, and with Prince Charles during his visit to
Ireland in 1995. She was awarded the Freedom of Cork on 23 February

-F
s

1991, pictured above.
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Mary McAleese was
awarded the Freedom
of Cork on 30 May 2006
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- social inclusion, anti-sectarianism and
§ reconciliation. When she took Holy
Communion in an Anglican cathedral in
Dublin 78% of Irish people approved of
her action in an opinion poll. In March
[y 1998, she announced she would officially
2" celebrate the Twelfth of July as well as

& St. Patrick’s Day, recognising the day's
importance among Ulster Protestants. In
March 2011, she invited Queen Elizabeth
Il to make a state visit to Ireland. The
Queen accepted, and the visit took place
in May 2011, the first state visit by a British monarch since
Ireland had gained independence.

~ corkcitylibraries.ie




UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A CENTURY OF WOMEN AND WOMEN’S RIGHTS

Divorce referendum passed.
Fourth UN World Conference
P on Women is held in Beijing.

1995 1997

WOMEN ACTIVISTS 21ST CENTURY

A contemporary female feminist author: Louise O’Neill

Louise O'Neill is from Clonakilty in West Cork, a feminist author
who has written three novels. Her novels discuss controversial
issues regarding women, challenging rape culture and patriarchal
views. Louise O'Neill writes mainly young adult fiction, and she
is also a columnist for the The Irish Examiner.

Louise O'Neill's first novel, Onfy ever Yours (2014) explores a world in

which a woman'’s sole purpose is to serve men and produce sons. Girls
are sent to school to learn how to be beautiful and to please men. If they are successful,
they become “companions” for men, if unsuccessful they become concubines,

Louise O'Neill's second novel, Asking for it (2015) tells the story of Emma, who is raped at

a party by a group of boys who are on the school football team. Emma is

an unlikeable character who was drunk at the time of the rape and who is
promiscuous. The boys who raped her are popular, so no-
one wants to believe her side of the story. The fact that
people want to know if she was “asking for it" poses difficult
questions about the type of society we live in.

The boys who raped her are popular, so no-one wants to | $4d
believe her side of the story. The fact that people want [N
to know if she was “asking for it poses difficult questions
about the type of society we live in.

Louise O'Neill's third novel was published in March 2018,
herfirstadult novel. Once more, the main female character
init, Sarah, is unlikeable. The book examines the toxic and
obsessive relationship Sarah had with a man, Matthew,
who is twenty years older than her and who used and
controlled her. Louise O'Neill's fourth novel, The Surface Breaks, has just
been published, a feminist re-imagining of the story of The Little Mermaid.
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Nawal El Saadawi

InSeptember 1981 feminist, writer, physician Nawal El Saadawi
wasimprisoned in Egypt. Hercrime-regarded as controversial
and dangerous because of her campaign against FGM (Female
Genital Mutilation) and involvement in the publication of
the feminist magazine Confrontation. Threats from Islamists
continued during the 1980s and she was forced to flee Egypt,
eventually returning in 1996. Now in her 80s she continues her activism and writing.
She was awarded the Sean MacBride Peace Prize in 2012.
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Mary McAleese is elected the President of :
Ireland. Four of the five candidates for the

a. presidency were women on this occasion.
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Pussy Riot

In March 2012 three
members  of  the
feminist  punk  rock
group Pussy Riot were
arrested and charged
with hooliganism. Their
crime - a performance in a Moscow cathedral deemed to
be sacrilegious. All three served prison sentences, two of
them for almost two years. During a performance at the
Winter Olympics in Sochi in 2014 the group was attacked
with whips and pepper spray by security guards. March
2018 two of its members went missing in Crimea — they
were interrogated by authorities — have since reappeared.

On 25 May Irish people vote, by large
majority, to repeal 8th Amendment to
the Constitution and give Oireachtas




UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A CENTURY OF WOMEN AND WOMEN’S RIGHTS

Politics
A century Of women B Prog TESS? Yes and No There are now 35 women out of 158 TDs in the Dail (22%) and 19 women Senators (32%).

Unfinished Business The percentage of women TDs increased from 16 per cent in the 2016 election

What are the most important issues for women, in Ireland Ireland's ranking has worsened over the last two decades. In 1990, when Mary Robinson
and around the world, in 2018, 100 years on from the act became Ireland’s first woman President, Ireland was at 37th position in the world rankings

which brought Irish and British women into the electoral

g Ireland in 76th place in the world tables of women’s representation in the lower or single
system house of national parliaments

In Sudan in early May 2018, a woman was jailed and Ireland is placed 25th out of 28 in the EU.
given forty lashes because she married a man against
her family's wishes. Also in Sudan, a woman is currently

awaiting death by stoning because of adultery. Candidates elected to the national parliament by ¢
sex, unit, time and reporting country ********** ""@
The #MeToo movement and movements like it are
S5 eienloall e g s

having an impact throughout the western world. The
fact that such movements are needed, however, show
how much needs to be done to bring in a world where
women and men are truly equal.

(Above httpsy//www.ipu.org/)

Women
27
Per cent 2016

Data refers to the latest national election as per 1 September 2015

(Above httpy/www.norden.orgy)

Riamen 4 S LABOO08: Board members of larger publicly listed
2016 P,BE:iaJent Mel::a:;o companies by sex, time, reporting country and

type of position

2013 and onwards: Data from October. The
companies covered are the largest publicly listed
companies in each country. Publicly listed means

that the shares of the company are traded on the Reglonal Averages
stock exchange

' e
(Above http//www.norden.org/) lower House Senate combined

As of

January E OSCE memb tri
2017: 27.6% 27.0% 27.5%

excluding Nordic countries
« FISE 100, just seven per cent of the top jobs are held by women.
19.7% 17.5%
+ Of the Top 10 largest financial institutions in Ireland just one — Depfa Bank - is led by a g ’
woman, Fiona Flannery.

Q, 0

« Top 1000: Women lead just 10% of Ireland’s largest companies 18.5% 12.6% 17.7%
(https://www.irishtimes.com/business/top-1000-women-lead-just-10-of-ireland-s-largest-

companies-1.3127826) 15.5% 37.1% 17.9%

Media - Newspaper Editors/Media Executives
Women in Business: There are scant figures available to quantify women's partiapation in the Insh film and television industry. What we do know:

« Women held just 29, or 5.8 per cent, of CEO positions at S&P 500 companies;

» Fortune 500, 27 women hold the top jobs — and this is a new record!

AL pOSitiOﬂS (in thousands) = Directors UK report that only 8% of all working drama directors are female.

Broad 2016 o

Bckpational Groug) Men Women Total e
M , directol

111'6 56.9 168.5 m I i i I i i i i i
e Women account for less than a third of media professionals, with radio being the least inclusive of women media

professionals. (https://www.rshtimes.com/opinion/una-mullally-gender-balance-is-lacking-throughout-

(Above http://www:csa.ie/) media-1.3224047)

«In the US, of the top 250 grossing American feature films, only 7% were directed by women, marking a drop of two
percentage points in twenty years.

= 1993-2013, only 13% of Irish-produced screenplays were penned by female writers (Liddy, 2015). Comparable figures
across Europe suggest that the percentage of women in directing remains in single figures.

(https://wit.ie/)
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