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ROSSA

BORN i83I. DIED 1915,
BURIED GLASNEVIN CEMETERY, DUBLIN.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 1ST, 1915.

I.-THE ENGLISH LIE.

aud’s chief weapon in her long struggle with Ireland is
English lie. Every I ationalist knows this. And every Iri
Nationalist ought t now it is a weapon for use, unscrupulou
treacherous, far-reaching and deadly. Most of us thought we
comprehended the English lie, and some of us prided ourselves on
not underestimating it. But till Rossa died not oue of us had the
| ex measure of its possibilities ; and now we can only know that
as there are infamies in Hell which we cannot fathom, we
forth must be ready against every surprise of Hell. For Hell is the
source of the Lie. From the agony of his prison Rossa cried ou
Thiey can lie like Hell,” and even then with all the revelations that
revolted the world we did nor realise that this was literally and
exactly true, that, black and infamous as the pit from which their
nspiration comes : they can lie like Hell. But now when Rossa’s
body is hardly cold in death, the lie is flashed across the Atlantic
that not only was he reconciled to England, but he even called to
us to fight for her as he died ; and we begin to realise that the Lie
like Hell is unfathomable. Our answer is the fit answer. We
rally to the graveside of the heroic dead and show we are not de
eived ; and by that graveside it would be fit also to repeat what
Rossa said and wrote, that those who have not heard may now be
wise. To the good people at home who counselled surrender he
WIOL I am sorry that I forfeit the esteem of any of my people
ot account of my firm adherence to the principles of my life To
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I would never stop till I found some means of reaching the world
and getting out an account of our treatment From that forward
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when he was brought to see—that not only his body and his life

but his ve character itself was at the mercy of his unsc us
erved 1 he at last reached the

ng g came exposure, the

Commission t Rossa had to
suffer for y n prison, branded hefore the world

nd the ny of that fear will remain in mind as long as his words
literally tv remain They can lie like Hell Vet despite of
it the Master Lie itself comes forth to proclaim that Rossa yielded

t the end, but we nail the Master Lie with Rossa's own wc

‘“1 have made no peace with England. I am at war with her,
and so help me God ! I will wage that war against her till she
is stricken to her knees or till I am stricken to my grave.””

II. -THE PH(ENIX SOCIETY. ENTER ROSSA.
It was necessary to dispose of the lie before taking a briet view
career. That career in its National activities begins with
Pheenix Society, which was later merged in the Fenian Move
In his '* Recollections ' Rossa tells us how it came into
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gone with a vengeance was still recent, Rossa replies The Irish
are not gone, but part of them are gone, and in whatever
clime their pulses beat to-night, that ° vengeance which
banished them is inscribed on their hearts, impregnates their
blood, and may yet operate against that oppressor who, by
his exterminating and extirpating laws deprived them of a
means of living in the land of their fathers And here is how
Rossa concludes : ** It shall ever be my pride to stand, as I stand
here to-night, amongst men who are prepared to assist in any and
every agitation or undertaking to obtain their rights, or an instal
ment of their rights, which may ultimately result in qualifying them
to write the epitaph of Robert Emmet By the report—which
appeared in ** The Dundalk Democrat ** of the time, to which paper
it was sent—the proceedings were enthusiastic. From the temper
of Rossa’s speech we can understand the encouragement to Stephens
and O'Mahony  Stephens lost no time in coming to Ireland A1
1S brings us to the Fenian movement

III.— THE FENIAN MOVEMENT.

James Stephens came to Skibbercen in May, 1858. In his ' Re
collections ”” Rossa says: ' He had a letter of introduction from
James O'Mahony, of Bandon, to Donal Oge —one of our members,
He initiated Donal Oge (Dan McCartie) into the Itish Revolutionary
Brotherhood. Donal Oge initiated me the next da I initiated
Patrick J. Downing and Morty Moynahan the followir and
50, the good cause spread In his ' Prison Life S gives
an account of the promises made by Stephens In the month of
May, 1858, one of my companions called into my residence in Skib
bereen and asked me to take a walk with him, as he had something
of importance to communicate to me. I went out, and during our
l.xm\-}v up the Steam-mill Road he informed me that on the pre-
ceding evening he had received a note of introduction from a stranger,
given to him by a mutual friend in Bandon, The stranger told him
that the Irishmen in America had resolved fo aid us at home in
achieving the independence of Ireland, and the aid was to consist
of arms and men. If we had a certain number of men swomn to
fight, there would be an equal number of arms in Ireland for these
men when enrolled, and an invading force of from five to ten thou-
sand before the start. The arms were to be in the country before
the men would be asked to stir ; they mld not be given into their
hands, but they were to be kept in hiding-places until the ap-
pointed time, when every centre would take his men to the
spot and get the weapons yon as we had enrolled the men
willing to fight we were to get military instructors to teach us how
to do as soldiers. 1 jumped at the proposition of * joining *; and
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IV.—PRISON TORTURES.
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hovelling dung out of a closet. Rossa, however, vielded on John
O'Leary’s argument that some four or six of our 1);|rl\" had
cleaned the closet before me, and my refusing to do it would look
like a reflection on their spirit or a presumption of my own super
rity.” But the temptation to resist became a res olution when
to shame and disgust was added insult, studied and continu
One day his jailer said to Rossa u're nan that would suck
»ther man'’s blood Rossa complained to the Governor and w
told not to be too sensitive and the Governor added to the
nothing can make you more degraded than vou are
treatment Rossa had to stand to attention and salute
the Governor. This was the last straw He says While under
going punishment in solitary confinement, I began to think these
salaams meant nothing more than my humiliation, and with that
came into my mind all the vile words of wanton insult heaped on
me from time to time by Director and Governor, such as Do
vou think I can believe you convicts Yon're better fed than
when vou fed yourselves.” Rossa res'sted, and his resistance
culminated in his refusal to salute the Governor. More solved
to turn the insult over on the ene He tells us I had deter
mined when the Governor came for his sal to-morrow to have
my slop-pail full of water, and to pitch it right into his face, and
once I had made up my mind to do it it was done.” The morning
came, and with it the Governor The officer outside cried, *“ Ate
tention ; salute the Governor.” The Governor looked through the
bars to see where I was, and as he did he got my salute right full
in the face. It was the fairest shot I ever saw, and while the water
was streaming down his clothes That," said I, ‘is the salute I
owe you,' and then laying hold of the timber door, I slammed it
with a force that shook the building.” Rossa could see a touch
humonr in his darkest hour, and he does not omit to tell us how the
warder cried out to the Governor to console him, *“ Oh, sir, "tis clean
water.”” But for this he had to suffer savagely. His hands were
handeuffed behind his back from morning till night for thirty-five
days, except at meal time, when they were handeuffed in front,
which required him to lap his food like a dog

In these days of dubious atrocities it is well to know that the
English atrocities above set down are authenticated by the English
Press itself. It all came out at the Commission of Inquiry I'he
Spectator ' wrote It is true, then, we are sorry to say, that th
complaints so angrily and persistently made in Ireland for the
three years, regarding the treatment of the Fenian prisoners detair
in English ]‘nl‘x have heen, if not literally maintained, certainly
their substance justified In one case, the cas (
Rossa, punishment was carried to the extent of torture—torture ol
anovel kind, certainly, but quite as brutal as the boot, and protracted
with a vindictive pertinacity unprecedented, we hope and believe
in this century on this side of the equator.’




V.—ROSSA’S RESISTANCE. THE MOTIVE.
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VI.-ROSSA’S CHARACTER AND FENIAN DIFFICULTIES.
A little further consideration of
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of them were troubled.” Rossa, who was faithful to his religion in
every difficulty, always sympathised with these difficulties of his
comrades. He generally found y out himself and was glad to
record It is right also to add that there was no dioce 1 which
there were not many priests to bless the labourers and wish God
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VIII.-THE LESSON FROM ROSSA.

And what, in conclusion is the lesson to be drawn from Rossa
life It lies in that word of Kickham's, indomitable Where w
mobilise in our armed thousands to receive his remains, hi

ries to us Be indomitable . that resolution shou
formed and fixed in ever art if we haye canght the inspiration
from his soul as we march to the grave with his body which we are
privileged and proud to guard. And we should remember that
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with the utter nakedness of truth, it bums with ree m
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